September 22, 2021

upon the table, and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized as if in morning business for such
time as I shall consume.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, first
of all, I am going to do something that
is a little bit unusual. I will start off
by saying thank you. We have got a lot
of people to thank. Yet we never seem
to do that.

When we look at what happened in
Afghanistan over the past 20 years—I
can’t approximate how many times I
was over there—that was tough duty
for those guys and the gals there; it
was not easy. This is not the place you
want to go take a vacation—and to
their families. Then, of course, on Au-
gust 26, we were reminded so painfully
of what we ask our troops and their
families to do. They lay it all on the
line for this country. Our servicemem-
bers represent the very best of us. Over
the past 20 years, they did everything
that they could in Afghanistan to root
out evil and to champion American
values. I couldn’t be more grateful to
or have more respect for them than I
have today.

I say this not only because we should
say it more often but because it is im-
portant to remember that what we saw
in Afghanistan over the past few
months was not a failure of our mili-
tary; it was a failure of the Commander
in Chief—the President of the United
States—and the people who advised
him on his policy in Afghanistan.

I still don’t know who those people
are, and, you know, I have chaired the
Senate Armed Services Committee and
other committees. People ask me,
when I go back to my State of Okla-
homa—they will say: Hey, who is advis-
ing the President to do all these
things? I have to tell them I don’t
know, and I have been around for a
long time. I don’t remember any ad-
ministration where I just honestly
didn’t know who was making the deci-
sions and who was advising—in this
case, advising the President.

But what we did witness, though, was
a failure of the Commander in Chief
and whoever was advising him. No one
can look at what happened over the
past few months and claim that it was
a success like President Biden did. It
was a disaster. Leaving Americans be-
hind, and allies—don’t forget our allies
who are still left behind. It was un-
American.

The administration keeps saying:
“We didn’t inherit a plan.” That is
false. They inherited a condition-based
agreement and made their own policy
decisions. It was condition-based; it
wasn’t open-ended. It was something
that was out there, and they had the
reins.
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Let’s keep in mind, this administra-
tion has a majority in the House and
the Senate and the White House, and
they make their own decisions. And
they say: We didn’t have a plan. They
had a plan, and we had a plan, but ev-
erything we did and the previous ad-
ministration did was condition-based.

So according to the condition-based
approach, President Trump agreed to
withdraw our troops from Afghanistan
if and only if the Taliban acted against
al-Qaida. Now, that is one of the
things. There were many other condi-
tions, and one condition was to leave
some of our troops there, not just to
walk away, to vacate. And those condi-
tions were in line when this adminis-
tration came in, and that didn’t hap-
pen. President Biden knows it. Sec-
retary Blinken admitted it.

When President Biden announced his
decision to withdraw back in April, a
senior administration official told the
Washington Post: ‘“The President has
judged that a condition-based approach
is a recipe for staying in Afghanistan
forever.” That is a quote.

Just last week, in front of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, when
asked if the Taliban had severed its re-
lationship with al-Qaida, Secretary
Blinken said the relationship has not
been severed.

Let’s keep that in mind. We keep
hearing that, yes, they are taking ac-
tion against that administration, but
the relationship has not been severed.

Now President Biden says that he
will hold the Taliban accountable, but
he didn’t hold the Taliban accountable
while our troops were still in Afghani-
stan. I mean, that is when we had the
leverage to do it, but we didn’t do it,
and he has presented no plan for hold-
ing the terrorists accountable now.

This decision—this rushed with-
drawal that has Ileft the Taliban
stronger than it was in 9/11 was Presi-
dent Biden’s alone. He is responsible
for the chaos that followed. He is going
to be held accountable and should—ev-
eryone who advised him to make such
a horrible decision.

Now, what is more outrageous to me
is that President Biden left Americans
behind. That is not something we do.
He said that we were going to get ev-
eryone out, and that didn’t happen.

You know, when historians look back
at this—this may be decades from now,
centuries from now—this is what they
will remember: The Biden administra-
tion knowingly left Americans behind.

The administration has tried to
downplay this. Early in the evacuation,
Secretary of State Blinken said that
there were perhaps 10,000 or 15,000
American citizens in Afghanistan. Our
men and women in uniform, working
tirelessly and effectively with our dip-
lomats under incredibly difficult cir-
cumstances, managed to evacuate
about 6,000 of our citizens. Now, ac-
cording to my math, that means that
between 4,000 and 9,000 Americans were
left behind. Secretary Blinken says
that there were only 100 and that the
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rest of them preferred to stay in Af-
ghanistan.

By the way, some legitimately did
prefer to stay in Afghanistan because
they were married people, they had
families, and they made it very clear
that—when something like this nor-
mally happens, families are moved as a
family unit. Not there. That is not
what happened.

So that is more than bad math; it is
a lie. We know and every congressional
office that tried to get people out of Af-
ghanistan knows—and I know this be-
cause our Senate office was very busy
at that time helping people to get
out—that there were many U.S. citi-
zens who wanted to leave Afghanistan,
but they couldn’t leave because the
Taliban would not let their families go
with them. Well, that is exactly what I
would expect from the terrorists who
were there at that time.

So Secretary Blinken wants you to
think that these people made a choice.
He wants to hide the fact that the ad-
ministration in which he serves created
its own hostage crisis and gave the
Taliban the upper hand.

Keep in mind when we talk about
this, it is the Taliban. They were the
terrorists.

He also wants you to think it was the
fault of those families they didn’t get
out before August, repeating that they
had been telling Americans to leave for
months. There is a kernel of truth to
that, but it is clouded by the fact that
they repeatedly stated that it would be
a year, probably more, before Kabul
was at risk of falling to the Taliban.
Instead of 36 months, the fall of Kabul
only took 36 hours.

In addition to American -citizens,
President Biden left behind our Afghan
partners who risked everything to sup-
port our shared security goals. I was
out there many times in the past, talk-
ing about that very thing, about the
problems they had and the dangers
they were in.

Now, these are not our American
citizens; they were some of our allies
who were left over there. In addition to
American citizens, President Biden left
behind our Afghan partners who risked
everything to support our shared secu-
rity goals. As a result of the Presi-
dent’s decision, Afghan women and
children have been thrown back to the
stone age. We all know that. We know
what they are doing right now. We
don’t have to guess.

Our allies and partners around the
world are questioning our credibility,
our leadership, and our commitment.
These are our allies. They are not used
to having the rug pulled out from
under them. This is the first time.

Our enemies are bolstered by Presi-
dent Biden’s policy, which puts Taliban
terrorists in charge of Afghanistan—a
policy that spread the perception that
we not only abandoned our allies and
partners, but we also abandoned our
own citizens.

Seeing all these failures, Americans
are demanding accountability, and
they deserve it.
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But let’s make this crystal clear:
None of this is the fault of our mili-
tary. Our military leaders, the ones
with real experience on the ground, ad-
vised the same thing that I did, and
that is, leave a small force in Afghani-
stan. Now, this would have supported
the Afghan military, prevented the
Taliban’s takeover, kept the pressure
on the terrorists, reassured our re-
gional partners, and kept our homeland
safe.

President Biden pretends that none
of this was possible. He claims that he
had two options: a massive deployment
or zero troops, which is not true. In
fact, I publicly supported a third op-
tion: maintain a small force to pre-
serve our air power. We can’t do the air
power without some troops on the
ground. We needed to have some troops
on the ground—we did—counterterror-
ism operations and military options.

Many of us here supported a small,
tailored deployment to protect our
core interests, and so did his own mili-
tary advisers. Yet, when he was asked,
“Did your top military advisers warn
against withdrawing on this timeline?
Did they ask you to keep 2,500 troops?”’
President Biden said, ‘‘No, they didn’t.
That wasn’t true.”

But it was true. We talked to the—in
fact, you are going to find something
out this coming Tuesday when we have
a hearing. We are going to have many
of the principals whom we really
haven’t heard from, principals who
were involved in advising the adminis-
tration as to what the military wanted
and didn’t want.

Except it was. We know that now.
The former commander of U.S. Forces-
Afghanistan, General Miller, told the
Senate Armed Services Committee just
this last week—this is our committee,
the committee I chaired for some pe-
riod of time—he said no. Now, he didn’t
tell President Biden directly because
President Biden didn’t even bother
calling his top commander on the
ground before making his decision, but
General Miller did report it to the
chain of command.

Now, we are talking about General
Miller. At that time, he was the top
commander on the ground. So the
President didn’t even consult him as to
whether or not we should—he made it
very clear he advised him not to go,
not to close everything up.

He also tried to say that al-Qaida is
“gone’” from Afghanistan and that
““terrorism is not emanating from that
part of the world.” Well, we know that
is not true. General McKenzie said al-
Qaida remains the main focus in the re-
gion.

Last week, the Director of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency—that is LTG
Scott Berrier—said that the projected
timeline for al-Qaida to have the capa-
bility to threaten our homeland is 1 to
2 years at most, if not sooner, and that
is it.

So President Biden was not telling
the truth in that area about having
only two choices. He didn’t tell the
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truth about getting American families
out of Afghanistan. He failed to tell the
truth about the advice that he got
from his military commanders, saying
that his military commanders did not
advise him. We know better than that,
and if you don’t know it, stick around
for next Tuesday, and you will find out.
He didn’t tell the truth about al-Qaida
not being a threat.

So I have to wonder, if he is not tell-
ing the truth about this, what else is
he not telling the truth about? If we
can’t trust the President on this, if we
can’t trust him to tell the truth and we
can’t trust him to put together a good
strategy in Afghanistan, how can we
trust him to protect the Nation from
our strategic competitors?

After watching President Biden
stumble badly in Afghanistan, I am
worried that he won’t pursue a strong
strategy to push back on China, and
China is our top threat right now. We
all know that. We don’t like to talk
about it, but it is true.

As former Secretary Gates famously
wrote in his memoir, President Biden
has ‘“‘been wrong on nearly every major
foreign policy and national security
issue over the past four decades.’” That
was Secretary Gates, former Secretary
of Defense.

I am also worried about the adminis-
tration desperately trying again to re-
turn to the Obama administration’s
failed Iran deal and offering Iran mas-
sive sanctions relief, sanctions that
were put on in the previous administra-
tion to get their—of course, we know
Iran would just use the sanctions relief
to ramp up terrorism.

You know, I don’t know how the
American people—maybe it is the peo-
ple in Oklahoma. They are the ones I
have talked to more than any other
groups. You know, what else would
they do? What would Iran, with their
background, do with sanction relief or
with funds? They would use it on ter-
rorism. That brings us back to Afghan-
istan, which is only one of many, many
examples in the Middle East and North
Africa where the administration has no
plan for countering terrorists and
keeping us safe.

President Biden and his administra-
tion have broadly talked about a new
over-the-horizon strategy to counter-
terrorism. ‘““‘Over the horizon’’ means
that we don’t have boots on the
ground. We send airplanes in from
afar—something our military leaders
have told us is way more difficult than
most people believe, far more expen-
sive, and almost impossible without
partners on the ground.

We can’t do it. You can’t just lead
with military airpower. Even if it is
possible, experts are telling us it won’t
be effective. We haven’t even seen a
plan for how this will be enough to
keep American families safe.

This is a failure of leadership. Along
the way, President Biden has tried to
blame everyone else—the Afghan Secu-
rity Forces, the Afghan Government,
and the previous administration. But
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the blame lands squarely on him, and
he owns this.

We should expect his failures in Af-
ghanistan to bleed into other issues.
China and Russia see a weak America
now. Terrorists see safe havens and use
Afghanistan as a rallying cry.

I still have a lot more questions and
expect President Biden and his admin-
istration to have more answers. Thir-
teen brave Americans died in the chaos
created by President Biden’s policies.
We need explanations and we need ac-
countability.

We are going to hear from Secretary
Austin, General Milley, and General
McKenzie next week. This is going to
be on Tuesday. I have reminded people
of that for a long time because we need
to have a clear understanding, and we
will get that understanding. We are
going to start to understand this—just
what went wrong, who is to blame, and
what we need to do to protect our-
selves. This is going to be an open
meeting. This is not a classified meet-
ing. This is an open meeting that is
going to take place this coming Tues-
day. We are going to be doing this as
transparently and openly as possible
because the American people deserve
the truth. Our servicemembers and
their families who sacrificed so much
over the last 20 years deserve that, too,
and we are going to give them the
truth. That is going to happen next
week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE CHILD TAX CREDIT

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, it is al-
ways a thrill to come to the floor to
talk about the child tax credit, espe-
cially with three colleagues who really
are the authors and the most impor-
tant pushers, if you will, of this bill in
the Senate.

I am going to turn it to Senator BEN-
NET—he and I worked on this for damn
close to a decade now—and Senator
BOOKER. And then we will be joined last
by Senator WARNOCK, who has only
been in the Senate for a year—not
even—and has done so much already
for the State of Georgia, and he is one
of the best supporters of this in the
U.S. Senate.

So I will reserve my comments for a
little later. Senator BENNET will go
first.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I want
to thank my colleague from Ohio, Sen-
ator BROWN, for his remarkable leader-
ship in getting us to this point with the
child tax credit and with the earned in-
come tax credit for childless families
which, thanks to his leadership, we
have been able to triple.
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